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GOV. TERRY McAULIFFE gives a partial pardon to the 
man serving six life terms for his role in a robbery when 
he was 15. He could be released in a couple of years. 


By Scott Daugherty 
The Virginian-Pilot 


N ONE OF his last acts as 

governor, Terry McAuliffe 

issued a partial pardon Fri- 

day to 27-year-old Travion 

Blount, clearing the way for a 

man who was once sentenced 
to six life terms for robbery to 
be released from prison in the 
next couple of years. 

“God Bless Gov. McAuliffe,” 
said John Coggeshall, Blount’s 
attorney. 

Choking back tears shortly 
after learning of the pardon, he 
noted that one of Blount’s two 
co-defendants is already out of 
prison and another is expected 
to be released this year. 

“I don’t care if it’s a little rainy 
out today. To me, it’s sunny out.” 

Blount was 15 years old in 
2006 when he and two men, 
both 18, held up a Norfolk house 
party, according to court docu- 
ments. No shots were fired and 
no one was seriously injured. 
Some marijuana and cellphones 
were stolen, along with cash. 

In court documents and inter- 


See BLOUNT, PAGE 10 


High Rise Bridge 
expansion takes step 


McAuliffe also took part Friday 

in the groundbreaking for the 
expansion of the High Rise Bridge 
on l-64 in Chesapeake. PAGE 2 


McAuliffe 

pardons man 
in prison for 
three strikes 


Beach man had been 
serving 160-year term 


By Tim Eberly 
The Virginian-Pilot 


Travis Hassan May awoke Fri- 
day morning to the same reality 
he has faced for nearly a quarter 
of acentury: that he would spend 
the rest of his life in prison. 

By later in the day, everything 
had changed. 

The 40-year-old from Virginia 
Beach was one of six men par- 
doned by Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
on Friday. 

Until that moment, Hassan’s 
release date was listed as Feb. 
15, 2094. 

Now, he could be free in a mat- 
ter of months. 

In a telephone interview from 
Augusta Correctional Center in 
Craigsville, May said he didn’t 
know that he had been pardoned 
until a Virginian-Pilot reporter 
told him. 

“T feel grateful and humbled,” 
he said through tears. “And all I 
want to do is share this with my 
family. Because the journey has 
been long, and it seemed like it 
was going to be never-ending. 
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In this photo 
of a photo, 
Travion Blount 
is seen with 
his daughter 
Tyasia Day at 
Wallens Ridge 
Correctional 
Center. 
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Master gardeners 
create a library of 
seed packets in 
the Beach, yours 
for the free pickin’. 
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TRUMP SAYS HE 
USED TOUGH 
WORDS, BUT 
NOT THAT ONE 


People in the U.S. and 
abroad condemn the 
president’s description 
of some countries during 
talks on immigration. 
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Va. lawmaker 
whose military 
service took 
him to Haiti 
disagrees with 
the president. 
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COLD SNAP: 
BAD FOR YOUR 
BANK ACCOUNT 


Utility companies are 
warning residents to 
brace themselves for 
larger-than-usual bills. 
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Trump gets a 
clean bill of 
health from the 
doctor after 1st 
physical on job. 
Page 9 


|V-bag shortage that arrived 
after a hurricane hit Puerto 
Rico has hospitals scrambling 


The IV solution is 
needed to deliver, dilute 
drugs for treatments 


By Elizabeth Simpson 
The Virginian-Pilot 


Tim Jennings has experienced 
drug shortfalls before in his de- 
cades of work as a pharmacist, 
but nothing like the one that be- 
gan surfacing last fall: a short- 
age of IV bags. 

Rather than a specific drug, 
it’s the intravenous saline solu- 
tion that is used to deliver and 
dilute drugs in a wide array of 
treatments: Antibiotics. Heart 
drugs. Intravenous feedings. In- 
sulin drips for diabetics. 

Jennings, a vice president who 
oversees the pharmacy system 
for Sentara Healthcare, is one of 
thousands of pharmacists across 
the region and country strug- 
gling with a shortage that blew in 
on the winds of Hurricane Maria. 

The September hurricane all 
but destroyed Puerto Rico’s elec- 
trical grid, shutting down a ma- 
jor supplier of the island’s small- 
volume IV bags of saline and 
dextrose. Baxter International 
is one of only a handful of man- 
ufacturers, and it has several 
plants in Puerto Rico. 


See IV, PAGE 10 
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partly cloudy 

High in the mid-5Os. 
Low near 20. 
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STEPHEN M. KATZ | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 
Marvin Malixi compounds IV solutions in Sentara Norfolk General 
Hospital’s clean room on Thursday. Because of a national shortage, 
the hospital has been forced to prepare mini IVs that in the past were 
purchased ready-to-use. 


Virginia Beach man charged 
with murdering his wife 
of more than 50 years 
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By Jane Harper 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

A 73-year-old man was 
charged Friday with murder- 
ing his wife in the two-story 
home they had shared for more 
than four decades. 

The body of Marlene Woltz, 75, 
was discovered five days earlier 
by firefighters responding to an 
emergency call at the couple’s 
house on Five Forks Road, in the 


L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 
Marlene Woltz’s body was found 
by firefighters responding to a 
call at Five Forks Road. 


Thoroughgood neighborhood. 

The firefighters also found 
her husband, Richard Wayne 
Woltz, suffering from a life- 
threatening injury and took him 
to a local hospital. 

Police spokeswoman Tonya 
Pierce said Friday that Marlene 


See KILLING, PAGE 8 


